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had a free discharge from her bowels. In the course of the day her distress re¬ 
turned, and she passed a restless, uncomfortable night. She continued to sink 
and died on the morning of the 31st. 

On post mortem examination the next morning, well formed pus was found at 
the umbilicus beneath the abdominal tendon, external to the peritoneum. Inter¬ 
nally, the peritoneum appeared healthy and free from inflammation. The tumour 
which appeared at the umbilicus, and which was reduced by the operation, 
proved to have no connection with the omentum, but to be merely a mass of 

adipose matter external to the peritoneum—filling up the umbilical foramen_ 

Half an inch below there was a small opening in the linea alba, through which 
the herniary tumour, which had been reduced by the taxis, had protruded. The 
omentum and the abdominal viscera in the immediate vicinity of the umbilicus, 
were healthy in appearance, and in their proper relative positions; but both the 
small and large intestines were enormously distended with flatus. The inter¬ 
stices between the intestines were occupied by bloody serum, and the whole pel¬ 
vis was filled with a coagulum of venous blood , which on removal filled a large 
chamber pot. The source of this hemorrhage was traced to the right spermatic 
vein; the condition of the vessel is not however described. The ovaria were 
shrivelled and hard. The upper part of the jejunum appeared dark for more it 
readily gave way, and had evidently lost its vitality. It was distinctly more than 
eighteen'inches; and upon drawing this portion between the fingers and thumb, 
friable than the same membrane either above or below this point. It was con¬ 
cluded that this point had been protruded through the opening of the linea alba, 
and had been strangulated; that to this was attributable the tenderness about 
the navel, the vomiting, &c.; that the intestines were not thickened, nor the pe¬ 
ritoneum inflamed more, might be accounted for by the exhausted state of the 
vascular system, not admitting of the occurrence of acute inflammatory reaction. 

There i3 a case somewhat similar to this related in Professor Christison’s 
work on Poisons. In that case, however, there was a fallopian conception, and 
the hemorrhage took place from the appendages of the ovum. In Dr. M’N.’s 
patient there was no pregnancy, either uterine or extra-uterine, and she had en¬ 
joyed good health for years previously. 

Jisylum for the Relief of Persons deprived of ihe use of their Reason. —The 
twenty-third annual report on the state of this institution has recently been pub¬ 
lished. From the report of the physicians, (Drs. Charles Evans and Thomas 
Wood,) we extract the following interesting information. 

There were received into the institution, during the first year ending the 28th 
of February, 1840, 54 patients, which, added to 65 in the house at last report, 
makes a total of 119 persons under care during the twelve months. 

Of these 119 patients, 63 are males, 56 females; 73 are single, and 46 have 
been married. 

“Their classification, and the result of treatment, are as follows: 

FIRST CLASS. 

Patients diseased less than three months at the time of admission, and the first 


attack, - -- -- -- -8 

Restored, - - - - - - - -5 

Much improved,* - - - - - - -1 

Convalescent, - - - - - - - -1 

Died, - - - - - - - - 1—8 

Under three months, but not the first attack, 16 

Restored, - - - - - - - -12 

Convalescent, - - - - - - - -1 

Stationary, - - - - - - - -1 

Died,.2—16 


* Was well soon after leaving the Asylum. 
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SECOND CLASS. 

Over three and under twelve months, ----- 24 

Restored, - - - - - - - -11 

Much improved, - - - - - - -2 

Improved, - - - - - - - -2 

Stationary, - - - - -' - - -8 

Died,.1—24 

THIRD CLASS. 

Between one and two years, ------ 6 

Restored, - - - - - - - -3 

Improved, - - - - - - - -2 

Stationary, - -- -- -- - l- 6 

FOURTH CLASS. 

Over two years, - -- -- --65 

Restored, - - - - - - - -4 

Much improved, - - - - - - -3 

Improved, - - - - - - - -10 

Stationary, - -- -- -- - 48—65 


Of the fourth class there are hut five who have been deranged less than five 
years: twelve have been deranged between live and ten; twelve between ten 
and twenty; ten between twenty and thirty; and four over forty years; four, 
imbecile from puberty are included in the number. 

Where patients are discharged with certificates of “much improved,” and 
convalescence goes on until health is completely restored, the cure may be 
justly attributed to the means employed at the Asylum. 

RECAPITULATION. ~ 


Patients in the Asylum 3d month 1 st, 1839, - - - - 65 

Received since, ------- 54—119 

Discharged or died, - - - - - - -60 

Remaining in the Asylum 3d month 1st, 1840, ... 59 — 119 

Of the sixty patients discharged there were, restored, - - 25 

Much improved, - - - - - - -5 

Improved, - - - - - - - -9 

Stationary, - - - - - - - -17 

Died, --------- 4 -60 

Of the fifty-nine patients remaining in the house, there are restored, 10 
Convalescent, - - - - - - - -3 

Improved, - - - - - - - -4 

Stationary, - -- -- -- - 43—59 


“ Of the seventeen patients discharged ‘ stationary ,’ eight had been deranged 
more than ten years, two between five and ten years, and three were imbecile 
from youth. 

“ Of those remaining in the house, stationary , four are imbecile, two are epi¬ 
leptics, one has been deranged over thirty years; ten between twenty and 
thirty; eight between ten and twenty, and thirteen between five and ten years. 
One entered the institution yesterday. 

“ Six of those remaining in the house, restored, are waiting until sufficient 
time has elapsed to test the security of their health, and four are old cases of 
paroxismal insanity, now enjoying an interval of reason. 

“ Excepting the four cases which terminated fatally, there has been but little 
serious acute disease in the house during the year; and at the present time the 
patients are nearly all in the enjoyment of good health, with the exception of 
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those lesions of the brain which affect the manifestations of the mind. No 
accident of a serious character has occurred, and beside the cures which have 
been effected, the comfort of those individuals, suffering from long standing 
disease, and who have been brought to the institution with little or no hope of 
their being restored, has been uniformly augmented, their habits greatly im¬ 
proved, and in many instances their affliction stripped of many of its most 
distressing characteristics. 

“In effecting these results, the same combination of medical and moral treat¬ 
ment has been relied upon, which, under the blessing of Divine Providence has 
heretofore been attended with the same gratifying success. In the medical pre¬ 
scriptions, we have no favourite remedy to be resorted to as a panacea upon all 
occasions; but endeavouring to become acquainted with the various morbid con¬ 
ditions which characterize each individual case, the effort is made to adopt such 
a course of therapeutical treatment as they appear respectively to demand. 

“ The amusement of the convalescent patients, and their employment in some 
manual labour, with a view of promoting their bodily and mental health, has of 
latter years claimed increased attention in our institution; and the henefici.al 
effects constantly arising from them, prove that they are deserving the care 
bestowed in their promotion. From the more sedentary habits, and the kind of 
employment to which ail females are more or less accustomed, there is com¬ 
paratively but little difficulty in furnishing them with occupation suited to their 
tastes; but the introduction of a general system of employment amongst a 
company of men, many of whom have never been accustomed to labour of any 
kind, is attended with many more difficulties than those practically unacquainted 
with the subject, are likely to suppose. We have, however, by the liberality 
of the managers, succeeded within the last year to a much greater extent than 
at any former period. In addition to our former resources the workshop has 
been greatly enlarged and improved, and the manufacture of baskets has been 
introduced. From both these, the most decided advantage has been gained; 
many of the patients becoming permanently interested in the occupation fur¬ 
nished by them respectively, have thereby been enabled to pass away their time 
agreeably to themselves, while the exercise and amusement thus afforded, have 
contributed powerfully to the restoration of their health. Connected with this 
subject we may here say, that in conformity with the experience of all other 
similar institutions which have made the experiment both in this country and in 
Europe (numbering twelve or fourteen) we have found no danger intrusting the 
patients with all such tools as are requisite for carrying on their different kinds 
of work. No accident whatever has occurred, either to them or their attend¬ 
ants; nor do we think any need be apprehended, so long as care is taken in the 
selection of patients to be employed, and in having suitable caretakers con¬ 
stantly with them. 

“ During the summer months many of the men spend some hours of the day in 
working in the garden and on the farm; nor indeed are they wholly debarred 
from the benefit derived from this kind of employment during the winter, as the 
care of the stock, &c., affords sufficient opportunity and inducement for some to 
employ themselves in the open air.—As experience has fully proved that exer¬ 
cise in the open air promotes the more speedy cure of the insane, we endeavour 
to extend to those under our care its advantages, by making it a rule, that when¬ 
ever the weather will permit, all the patients who are well enough, shall pass a 
portion of their time out of doors, and by inducing them to engage in some of 
the various kind of amusement provided,, as. playing quoits, ball, rvalking, &c. 
Riding in the carriage, and upon the circular railroad, situated in the lawn front¬ 
ing the house, continue to be favourite sources of health and enjoyment. Most 
of the patients have continued to meet on one evening in the week during the 
winter, as a society, for the purpose of engaging in conversation or debate; and 
a course of lectures on chemistry, illustrated With interesting experiments, has 
been delivered to them by the resident physician. 

“ We have still cause to repeat the complaint so often reiterated in our former 
reports, that most of the patients brought to the Asylum, have been allowed to 
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suffer under their diseases, for so long a time, before their friends were willing 
to place them in an institution prepared expressly for the treatment of the insane 
that the probability of their restoration is materially lessened: and also that after 
recovery has been effected, in too many instances the friends of the patients are 
persuaded to remove the individual before sufficient time has been allowed for 
the brain to have its healthy tone corroborated. An improvement however in 
this latter respect is taking place.” 

3. Statistics of the State Lunatic Asylum at Worcester .—We have before us the 
very interesting Seventh Annual Report of the above named, well conducted 
institution, from which it appears that during the seven years it has been opened, 
there have been received into it 1034 patients of whom 805 have been dis¬ 
charged. Of this last number 424 have recovered, 75 have died, and 306 have 
been discharged not recovered, some as harmless or incurable, some for want 
of room, and others by order of the courts, or at the request of friends. 

The following table exhibits some valuable statistical information. 


RECOVERIES. 

Per cent, of cases dis¬ 
charged recovered, of 
duration less than one 
year, - - . ' 

Average. 

1834. 

1835. 

1836. 

1837. 

1838. 

1839. 

1 

1 85 5-6 

82 

82 1-2 

84 1-2 

89 1-2 

86 1-2 

' 

90 1-7 

Per cent, of recoveries ot, 
all discharged, - 

51 3-4 

53 3-4 

46 1-2 

53 1-4 

57 

52 1-2 

47 

Per cent, of recoveries of 
old cases discharged, 

CO 

G* 

00 

20 1-2 

15 3-4 

18 2-3 

25 1-2 

15 1-2 

16 1-2 


There have been admitted since the hospital was opened, 418 cases, of 
duration less than one year. 

There have been discharged recovered, of recent cases, in the same time, 340, 
(340 of 418,) which is 81 1-3 per cent. 

Deduct from these 17 deaths of recent cases, which are not usually included 
in estimates of recovery, as such cases have little trial of curative means, and 
there remains 340 of 401, which is 84 3-4 per cent. Thirty-four of these now 
remaining in the hospital are mostly convalescing, which, being deducted,” 
leaves 340 of 367, which is 92 2-3 per cent. 

There have been in the hospital 1034 patients;—there have been discharged, 
recovered, 424, which is 41 per cent. 


DEATHS. 

Per cent, of deaths of all in the 
hospital each year, 

Per cent, of the whole number, (75 of 1034.) - 


1834. j 

1835. j 

1836. | 

1837. 1 

J 

1838. j 

1839. 

3 1-2 

| 

3 1-2 

i 

3 1-4 

1 

3 

4 1-2 

5 1-2 


There are at present in the hospital 195 cases of longer duration than one 
year, (195 of 229,) which is 85 1-7 per cent. 

There are 34 cases of less duration than one year; which is 14 6-7 per cent. 


Per cent, of recoveries of insanity arising from certain 
From intemperance, - 

Domestic afflictions, - 

111 health, - 

Religious causes, - - - - 

Masturbation, - 


causes: 

49 3-4 per cent. 
56 3-4 per cent. 
63 2-3 per cent. 
58 per cent. 
23 3-4 per cent. 


Hereditary, (311 of 1034,) - - 30 per cent. 

Periodical, (188 of 1034,) - - 18 per cent. 



